introduction of a marketing system has made it
much easier to review the economic situation. An
open market for all consumers' goods is becoming the
only channel of distribution. We can now estimate
a price level and compute values in terms of money.
Moreover, the rapid spreading of the market also
seems to show the way to the establishment of a
more definite economic system superseding the
present inconsistencies.

The Communist Revolution broke out six months
after the overthrow of the Tsar. In the course of this
Revolution all means of production, including land
and town dwelling-houses, became State property;
trading was prohibited; every worker was to be
provided with a ration of food and other goods;
labour was to be militarized by general service;
food was requisitioned from the peasants. Com-
munism broke down in famine and was repealed by
Lenin in March, 1921.

In 1921 Russia largely returned to private capital-
ism. The New Economic Policy left all but the
main industries to private persons, thus restricting
itself to a direct control of about 10 per cent, of
production. Apart from this reservation the Com-
munists reigned in a non-Socialist country, and lived
on its revenues. The situation, which naturally
could be an armistice only, was brought to an end by
the year 1928. That year marks the starting date of
the First Five Years' Plan, which is claimed to have
been accomplished in four years and a quarter. Its
period is officially counted from the last quarter of
1928 to 1932. The Second Five Years5 Plan runs
from 1933 to 1937.
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